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My association with and love for the 
Rock preceded me becoming an MP, 
and was sparked by my father Doug, 
whose efforts to raise its voice on the 
world stage earned him the Freedom 
of Gibraltar in 2004. 

Since my election in 1997, I too have 
made it my mission to put this 
important British Overseas Territory 
on the map and to be its friend, 
as a former chair of the All-Party 
Parliamentary Group on Gibraltar, 
by attending Gibraltar National Day 
events and through questions and 
debates on the floor of the House of 
Commons. 

For me, Gibraltar is a bastion of 
stability due to its entrepreneurial 
spirit and closely knit, can-do 
community. That positive outlook is 
epitomised by the university’s ethos 
in shaping personal and professional 
futures. 

Today I want to say congratulations 
to you – the graduating class of 2022 

- for not only achieving individual 
academic success, but for the 
collective success it also represents for 
the university. 

During your time at the university, 
you have no doubt learned to work 
hard. You have learned to become 
better at what you do, and you have 
also learned some new skills that 
will inform your practice and shape 
your careers. But life at university is so 
much more than hard work and study; 
it’s about the connections you make 
and the lifelong friendships you form. 
These links will forever bond you to the 
university and will undoubtedly enrich 
your professional and personal futures. 

Finally, to those graduating today, I 
would like to wish you all the very best 
of luck. Take the experiences you’ve 
gained and use them to inform new 
ones. Take the knowledge you have 
gained and use it to transform your life 
and the lives of those around you.

CHANCELLOR’S 
WELCOME 

Gibraltar has always held a special 
place in my heart, and being the 
Chancellor of the University is a great 
honour.

SIR LINDSAY HOYLE 



We are incredibly proud of each 
of your achievements, and are 
delighted to celebrate with you 
today. 

We truly believe that what 
makes the University of Gibraltar 
special, are its people, its sense 
of community. We take pride in 
providing a personal learning 
experience in which every person 
is recognized and for doing so in a 
way that encourages a thirst for new 
knowledge. 

As you reflect on your time with us, 
we hope that what comes to mind is 
fond memories of the relationships 
you have formed as one of the 
Unigib family as well as a desire to 
continue to learn going forward.

Remember that when you leave us 
to start the next chapter in your life, 
you will continue to be a valued part 
of the Unigib community. 

The University pin that you take with 
you today - shaped - as one of the 
Keys of Gibraltar and symbolising 
our motto - knowledge is the key to 
success - bonds you to us and serves 
as a signal to those you meet that 
you belong to a growing network of 
skilled professionals.  

Congratulations again on your 
achievement. Please stay in touch. 
We cannot wait to see what you 
achieve next!

VICE-CHANCELLOR’S
WELCOME

Congratulations to all those 
who are graduating Class of 
2022.

PROF CATHERINE BACHLEDA



PROGRAMME

12.30 – 14.30

14.30 – 14.45

15.00 – 15.05

15.05  – 16.45

16.45 – 17.00

Arrival
Guests sign in at the Europa Point Sports Complex.
Graduands arrive at the Europa Point Campus for gowning.

Final call to take seats
Graduands take their seats.
Guests will be asked to be seated by 14.45

Academic Procession 
Gowned academics will process into the Graduation Hall and 
take their seats.

Graduation Ceremony
Graduands will receive their certificates, valedictorian 
speeches, presentation of special recognition awards, and 
commencement speech.  

Academic Procession 
Gowned academics and graduates process from the Graduation Hall.

Time Event

The keys of Gibraltar
The motto of the University of 
Gibraltar is ‘Scientia est Clavis ad 
Successum’ which translates to 
‘knowledge is the key to success’. 

The use of the metaphorical ‘Clavis’ 
echoes the historical interpretation 
of Gibraltar as the key to the 
Mediterranean - as symbolised by 
the key which hangs from the castle 
in the Gibraltar flag. 

The castle and key are also depicted 
in the University’s Coat of Arms, and 
in recognition of their achievements, 
all our graduates receive a lapel pin 
in the shape of a key.
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GRADUATES
Bachelor of Business 
Administration (Hons) 
Ivan Alman
Joan Marie Gabuco Dela Cruz
George John Gordo Spears (in 
absentia) 
John Hemmi
José Miguel Herrera Rivas
Andrew Albert Hernandez
Joseph Salomon Menczer 
Joseph Louis Requena
Anton Turner (in absentia)

MA Leadership and Management 
Mireille Elizabeth Alsina 
Damian Ernest Cerisola
Frederick Edward Martin

Postgraduate Certificate in 
Education (PGCE) 
Kathryn Anne Allan
Shelby Bacarese
Malka Benggio
Nicholas Francis Borge
Janella Borrell
Paul Bush
Madeleine Jane Carreras
Dayle Chappory
Socorro de María Cortés 
Kiara Crome-Garcia
Kaigan Christian Garcia
Henry Earle
Lauren Francese Fa
Emma Maria Fava
Ruth Fortuna
Michelle Martinez
Stefan Ramirez
Suellen Deborah Shacaluga 
Krisanne Tonna (in absentia) 
Elizabeth Rose Walker
Thomas Yome

Master of Business 
Administration (MBA)
Nicholas Charles Calamaro
Russell J. Eldridge
Yan Liu (in absentia)
Tony O’Mahony
Amy Louise Santos 
Jiajun Ye
Agata Zwan

Executive MBA in Healthcare 
Management
Helen Davies
Sandra Lyn Drieschner (in absentia)
Litricia Chetty (in absentia)
Bala Mohammed Gusau (in absentia)



MSc Marine Science and 
Climate Change (January 2021 
Cohort)
Ambriose Albert (in absentia) 
Michael James Simmons
Amy Louise Swift
Bethany Louisa Lesley Wilkinson

PhD
Elisa Benozzi
Elaine Lima
Sonal R. Samtani

 

MSc Marine Science and 
Climate Change
Carol Baily
Alice Lauren Bruemmer (in absentia)
Yasmine Charrak (in absentia)
Eleanor Elizabeth Myfanwy Clay
Natalie Coles (in absentia)
Siddhartha Paul Dewfall
Peyton Elizabeth Dryer (in absentia)
Paolla Duarte Cerqueira
Francesca Gagliardi (in absentia) 
Sarah Goh Yi Lin (in absentia)
Laura Hinze (in absentia)
Chynara Kamalova (in absentia) 
Hajnalka Kinga Kiss 
Linda Mazza (in absentia)
Natalie Muirhead-Davies
Baptiste Orsoni (in absentia)
Daphne Helen Pezij
Jasmin Plummer
Kellie Kimberly Rana
Aviad Matan Reed 
Laurent Charles Alexandre Nicolas Righetti
Samantha Annelies Slisarenko
Ingrid Tissot van Patot (in absentia) 
Xavier Villar Buzo



VALEDICTORIANS 

Jose Miguel Herrera Rivas
Bachelor of Business Administration (Hons)
“I joined the BBA at the University of Gibraltar after 
finishing my music degree in Granada and with almost 
no academic background in business.
However, since I was a teenager I was very interested 
in the world of business and finance and to have the 
possibility to study it in Gibraltar and so close to home 
was a great opportunity. Deciding to do it was one of 
the best decisions I have ever made. To this day and 
after almost three years of bachelors, I can say that 
I have been introduced to the business world at a 
professional level with a great toolkit and resources and 
I am very motivated to keep learning and progressing.”

The University of Gibraltar confers the title of valedictorian on graduates with 
the highest level of academic achievement among their cohort. 

Valedictory speeches offer graduates a chance to reflect on their hard work 
and celebrate their successes; with speeches ultimately acting as fond 
farewells to the peers, faculty, and staff who helped shape their time as 
Unigib students.

Anthony O’Mahony
Master of Business Administration (MBA)
With an undergraduate degree in Computer 
Applications from Munster Technological University 
in 2002, Anthony began his career as a software 
developer in the mobile telecommunications sector. 
Having worked in various roles internationally, 
Anthony moved to the iGaming sector in 2008 
where he discovered a passion for product 
management, allowing him to progress in seniority 
and more recently has held the positions of Vice 
President of Product and Chief Product Officer with 
well-known iGaming companies.



Sandy Drieschner
Executive MBA in Healthcare Management
Residing in beautiful Vancouver, British Columbia, 
Canada. 
“As a recently promoted Clinical Operations Director in 
Primary Health Care, consolidating experiences with 
formal course theory and application of this MBA was 
necessary and highly valued.  Starting in September 
2020 at the beginning of COVID pandemic, looking 
back it was an incredible achievement to complete. 
This new virtual program provided an excellent 
opportunity for me to work internationally with other 
health care leaders and faculty.  The experience gained 
both in knowledge and practice from this program 
has increased my level of strategic system wide 
thinking.  I feel this is the stepping stone to future 
opportunities and look forward to what lies ahead.”

Janella Borrell
Postgraduate Certificate in Education (PGCE) 
“After graduating from the University of Bath with a 
degree in Biochemistry, I embarked on my lifetime 
ambition of becoming a teacher, which culminated 
in the successful completion of a PGCE in secondary 
science. Growing up, I jumped at any opportunity 
to support younger students with their learning, 
by participating in educational initiatives such as 
becoming a ‘big sister’ at school, and later a ‘peer 
mentor’ at university. I also tutored students of all 
ages and worked as a stay and play leader over the 
summer, providing sports and leisure opportunities 
for children with special needs and disabilities. I have 
learnt so much from these experiences and hope to 
continue learning and growing as a practitioner for 
years to come.”



Bethany Louisa Lesley Wilkinson
MSc Marine Science and Climate Change  
(January 2021 Cohort)
“Studying at the University of Gibraltar meant learning 
somewhere surrounded by coastline, practical 
classes on your doorstep and research topics that can 
actually make an impact. I am thankful for everything 
I learnt during my time here, not only academically 
but from the people that I had the opportunity to 
work with. I have taken everything I learned with me 
into my career in marine conservation where I now 
work for a Turtle Rehabilitation and Coral Restoration 
organisation in the Maldives.”

Alice Lauren Bruemmer 
MSc Marine Science and Climate Change 
“Studying Marine Science and Climate Change was 
a uniquely wonderful experience, from the subject 
matter, to the location, to friends met along the 
way. I researched interactions between marine litter 
and deep-sea fauna, bringing to light some unseen 
impacts that humans have on our ocean. I’m excited to 
use all I learned at the University of Gibraltar to start my 
career in environmental conservation in California.”

Frederick Edward Martin 
MA Leadership and Management 
Physiotherapist, Trade Unionist, and currently 
Industrial Relations Officer for HM Government of 
Gibraltar, Frederick Martin graduates with a Distinction 
as part of the inaugural cohort of the MA in Leadership 
& Management of the University of Gibraltar.
“My participation in the MA in Leadership & 
Management programme has provided me with a 
diverse skill set to tackle incipient problems within 
the Public Sector.  Furthermore, the programme has 
given me the opportunity to focus and channel my 
energy into producing a tangible blueprint for the 
establishment of a ‘Four-Day Work Week’ within HM 
Public Service.



SPECIAL RECOGNITION 
AWARDS 

Dr Tim Burton
Dr Burton was integral to the 
development of the University 
of Gibraltar’s Quality Handbook, 
which came into effect in 2019. The 
introduction of the Quality Handbook 
formed the basis for the University’s 
robust academic quality framework, 
which was commended by the UK 
Quality Assurance Agency for Higher 
Education (QAA).

The Quality Handbook sets out the 
Academic Regulations for taught 
programmes and research degrees, 
and the University’s Codes of Practice, 
which together enables the University 
to meet academic standards and 
deliver a high quality education 
experience. 

In addition to his work on the Quality 
Handbook, Dr Burton sat on the 
University of Gibraltar’s Academic 
Quality and Standards Committee 
(AQSC) from 2017 to 2022. The AQSC 
oversees the development and 
implementation of University policy on 
quality assurance for programmes of 

study, and oversees the maintenance 
of the standards of University taught 
awards.

Prior to his work with the University of 
Gibraltar, Dr Burton was the Head of 
Standards, Quality and Enhancement 
at QAA UK. At the QAA UK he led the 
team responsible for the maintenance 
and enhancement of the UK Quality 
Code for Higher Education and 
for working with higher education 
providers to embed the Quality Code 
in their practice. 

After being awarded a LLB by the 
University of Central Lancashire 

The University of Gibraltar confers Special Recognition Awards on persons 
it wishes to recognise. The award is typically conferred upon persons who 
uphold values consistent with the University’s mission and have made lasting 
contributions to the University.



Mr Stephen Reyes  
Stephen is Group Chair of the 
University of Gibraltar’s Business Key 
Advisory Group (KAG), which provides 
advice and support to decisions 
regarding the University’s provision of 
Business education and training. 

In addition to his role within the 
KAG, Stephen is a member of the 
Master of Business Administration 
(MBA) Capstone Project Assessment 
Panel. Here he draws on his 
extensive industry experience while 
evaluating students’ ability to apply 
the comprehensive theoretical 
knowledge, understanding and skills 
they are expected to have obtained 
throughout their degree. 

Stephen qualified as a Chartered 
Accountant in the City of London and 
worked in private practice in Gibraltar 
for over 25 years as managing partner 
of one of the ‘Big 4’ Accounting 
firms. Recently retired from that role, 
Stephen now sits on various Boards as 
a non-executive director.

During his career, Stephen worked 
as a statutory auditor, as well as 
leading the firm’s tax and assurance 
practice dealing with a wide range of 
clients in many industries, including 
financial services. He also led industry 
bodies Boards, including the Gibraltar 
Society of Accountants (GSA) and 
the Gibraltar Finance Centre Council 
(GFCC), and was involved in many 
industry and Government led 
initiatives to assist in the development 
of Gibraltar as an International 
Financial Centre.

Stephen is a fervent supporter of 
personal development, education, 
charitable and community initiatives.

in 1985 and a PhD in law by the 
University of Hull in 1991, Dr Burton 
then worked at the University of Hull 
for 20 years, first as a lecturer-in law, 
moving onto become Head of Student 
Administrative Services and then 
Senior Quality Officer before moving to 
QAA. He concluded his career working 

for himself as a higher education 
consultant advising a number of 
universities as well as contributing to 
a Council of Europe initiative helping 
institutions in Montenegro to address 
academic integrity. 



University of Gibraltar graduates 
automatically become a member of the 
Unigib Alumni Network.

The aim of this community is to 
connect graduates with other 
alumni and industry peers as well as 
keep them informed about what’s 
happening at the University.

Alumni can take part in mentoring 
existing students, support research 
projects, become guest speakers 
or even help us find industry work 
placements.

Benefits
As a part of the alumni community 
graduates can take advantage of a 
range of benefits:

• Discount on programmes 
and courses: Graduates who 
have completed an academic 
programme will be eligible for 
a 10% discount on University 
of Gibraltar postgraduate 
programmes and courses.

• Access to The Parasol Library: 
Looking for a quiet space 
to work? Unigib Graduates 
continue to have access to The 
Parasol Library. Just book a 
space and work away. 

• Stay up to date: As a Unigib 
graduate you are invited to 
attend on-campus lectures and 
events. 

THE UNIGIB 
ALUMNI NETWORK 



Stay in touch
We are immensely proud of our 
graduates and we would love you to 
be part of our next exciting chapter.

So keep in touch – and we will do our 
best to support you in whatever way 
we can. 

Visit unigib.edu.gi/alumni 





KEEP IN TOUCH
unigib.edu.gi/alumni

+350 200 71000

@unigib

@Uni_Gib

@uni_gib

@unigib_alumni


