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Gibraltar, situated in the Mediterranean, is
highly vulnerable to_climate change. eerrnal
unsustainable use and exploitation.
Protecting the marine ‘environment in
Gibraltar's [territorial waters is challenging
as a resulth A systematic literature review
on marine conservation measures around the
world was conducted to identify tools and
strateqgies that enhance and facilitate, with
a view to apply them to Gibraltar in the
future, strengthening current conservation

measures.

The systematic review utilised the PRISMA
method ‘and Google Scholar’as a
comprehensive source of peer-reviewed and
grey literature. Manual screening4and
categorisation of articles based on
content and country were performed to
identify conservation tool types and
influencing factors.

Number of publications

Figure 1: Countries from which the
literature used for the review
originate.

Results

Historical and baseline data
in Gibraltar is lacking
currently but this is
changing.
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Figure 3: Factors that influence the success of marine protection strategies
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The review identified:

e 37 factors that influence conservation
success ( overfishing was most cited).
(Fig. 3).

o of conservation tool,

® Cross-jurisdictional and international
policy most frequently cited (Fig. 4).

® Stakeholder engagement is crucial for
success.

® The Mediterranean region has a lack of
literature on marine protection tools,
(marine reserve designation being the most
common) (Fig. 1).

* Stakeholder engagement and evaluation
frameworks will improve marine
conservation®

®* Cooperation between neighbouring
territories®and the creation of central
databases for sharing monitoring data were
recommended?

® |lessons from other countries with varying
economic and environmental conditions can
inform sustainable marine management in
Gibraltar.

* llore consistent and transparent measures
and reporting of marine protection success
are required, especially in the face of
climate change impacts.

® Gibraltar's small size and close-knit
community provide opportunities for
increased engagement, shared omwnership and
comprehensive monitoring.

Adopting framemorks and monitoring systems
through regional cooperation, improved through
consultation with stakeholders could help
Gibraltar to become a leading example in
marine conservation.

This PhD research seeks to provide
Conservation Advice for effective marine
management through use of a standardised data
tool.
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